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RECOGNIZING DANIELLE ‘‘DANIE’’ 

VANDERPOOL 

HON. TOM LATHAM 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 19, 2007 

Mr. LATHAM. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Danielle ‘‘Danie’’ Vanderpool as a 
dedicated volunteer, assisting veterans at the 
Iowa Paralyzed Veterans of America in Des 
Moines. 

Danie, a nine-year-old from Indianola, Iowa 
has volunteered for the dinner and a movie 
night every Monday night for the past 3 years. 
After dinner she cleans off the tables, helps 
set up chairs and serves popcorn, putting 
smiles on veterans’ faces. Danie was inspired 
to volunteer by her wheelchair-bound grand-
mother, Shonnae Lundy, who also volunteers 
at the IPVA. 

Danie has left a lasting positive impact on 
many veterans and their families. The late 
Jimmy Hauck, a U.S. Navy veteran, nick-
named Danie the ‘‘Popcorn Girl.’’ Jimmy took 
a liking to Danie as she always kept all the 
popcorn bowls full. She truly exemplifies the 
Iowa spirit of neighbors helping neighbors. 

It is a great honor to represent Danie 
Vanderpool in Congress. I commend Danie’s 
willingness to volunteer and I wish her all the 
best in her future endeavors. 
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HONORING 10 MEMBERS OF THE 
NORTH CHICAGO FIRE DEPART-
MENT 

HON. MARK STEVEN KIRK 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 19, 2007 

Mr. KIRK. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor 10 members of the North Chicago Fire 
Department for going beyond the call of duty 
to save the life of a 10th district resident. 

On November 26 of this year, the fire de-
partment was dispatched to the scene of a 
gunshot victim. Once notified that the victim 
had received a gunshot wound to the face, a 
Flight for Life helicopter was immediately 
called. With the gunman presumed to still be 
in the area, paramedics Patrick Michael and 
Gerry Goniwicha went to the aid of the victim 
despite considerable risk to their lives. Patrick 
and Gerry quickly moved the injured person to 
the ambulance and began to clear an airway 
and stop the bleeding. 

As the paramedics worked, additional per-
sonnel were called to help the victim and es-
tablish a landing zone for the helicopter. Para-
medics Joshua Rickabaugh and Joshua Mon-
roe came to the assistance of the ambulance 
crew to help with patient care and transpor-
tation to the helicopter. 

At the landing zone site, Commander Keith 
Humphries met with paramedics Chris Shear-
er, Keith Peacy and Jason Lambert to set up 
a safe place for the helicopter to land. The 
firefighters successfully established a landing 
zone in very tight quarters and the patient was 
quickly transferred to the helicopter. Once in 
the helicopter, Flight for Life nurse Julie 
Heyer, and flight medic Stu McVicar took over 
treatment until the team reached the Level I 
Trauma Center at Lutheran General Hospital. 

This victim had a shattered jaw and severed 
carotid artery, with the bullet initially going into 
the heart. The victim is still in critical condition, 
but without the firefighters and medical per-
sonnel going into an area where a gunman 
could still be present, performing their skills 
flawlessly even with the extreme injuries in-
volved, the victim would not have had a 
chance. 

On behalf of the House of Representatives, 
I commend Patrick Michael, Gerry Goniwicha, 
Keith Humphries, Joshua Rickabaugh, Chris 
Shearer, Keith Peacy, Jason Lambert, Joshua 
Monroe, flight nurse Julie Heyer, and flight 
medic Stu McVicar for their amazing actions. 
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STATEMENT ON THE RETIREMENT 
OF BUTCH HINTON 

HON. IKE SKELTON 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 19, 2007 

Mr. SKELTON. Madam Speaker, let me 
take this means to pay tribute to a dedicated 
and loyal public servant, Henry L. ‘‘Butch’’ Hin-
ton. On January 4, 2008, Mr. Hinton will retire 
following a distinguished 37-year career with 
the United States Government Accountability 
Office, GAO, capped by 13 years as the Man-
aging Director of the agency’s Defense Capa-
bilities and Management team. 

Mr. Hinton began his career with GAO in 
1970, rising through the ranks to lead one of 
its major divisions—the National Security and 
International Affairs Division, and after an or-
ganizational realignment, one of its key 
teams—the Defense Capabilities and Manage-
ment team. He is an acknowledged subject 
matter expert on a wide variety of national se-
curity programs and policy issues dealing with 
defense planning and budgeting, force struc-
ture and readiness, weapon systems acquisi-
tions, homeland defense, military and civilian 
personnel, logistics, infrastructure, and busi-
ness and force transformation. In addition, he 
has an in-depth understanding of the Federal 
legislative and regulatory processes. 

Through the years, I have had the privilege 
of working with Mr. Hinton in my capacity as 
both chairman and ranking member of the 
House Armed Services Committee. As a result 
of his work on highly sensitive and complex 
issues related to military readiness, threats to 
national and global security, the global war on 
terrorism, the base realignment and closure 
process, and human capital management, he 
has been a two-time recipient of the Comp-
troller General’s Award for exceptional effort 
and achievement of results in support of the 
Congress and the American taxpayer. He has 
also received GAO’s Integrity Award, two GAO 
Distinguished Service Awards, and GAO’s 
Meritorious Service Award. 

GAO was created in 1921 with the mandate 
to audit, evaluate, or investigate virtually all 
Federal Government operations—wherever 
they might take place. In other words, the 
GAO serves as a ‘‘watchdog’’ over the tax-
payers’ money—guarding against fraud, 
abuse, and inefficient allocation of public 
funds. 

GAO evaluations under Mr. Hinton’s guid-
ance and leadership have saved taxpayers bil-
lions of dollars. During his career as head of 
GAO’s National Security and International Af-

fairs Division, and GAO’s Defense Capabilities 
and Management team, Congress has imple-
mented numerous recommendations resulting 
from his work. He has also led the work on re-
ports to improve the readiness and capabilities 
of active and reserve forces, oversight of mili-
tary operations including the use of contrac-
tors on the battlefield, reliability of cost report-
ing, transparency over military compensation 
costs, defense planning in such areas as infra-
structure and force protection, and efforts to 
transform the Department of Defense’s busi-
ness operations, including the need for a Chief 
Management Officer. 

Madam Speaker, Butch Hinton’s tenure at 
GAO has been characterized by success on 
every level. He has served as an example of 
a truly exceptional public servant. I am sure 
my colleagues will join me in wishing him well 
in his retirement. 
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HONORING MAYOR FRED TURNAGE 

HON. G.K. BUTTERFIELD 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 19, 2007 

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Madam Speaker, for 
the past 34 years, Rocky Mount, North Caro-
lina has known only one mayor—Fred 
Turnage. During his tenure, he showed time 
and time again that he was one of our State’s 
finest and most effective leaders. 

Part of what makes him such a great leader 
is that he truly understands how to be a public 
servant. Mayor Turnage wanted to improve 
the quality of life of every single person living 
in Rocky Mount; he always had big plans for 
improving the city for the people; and, he al-
ways worked as hard as he could to achieve 
his goals. 

Mayor Turnage successfully navigated the 
city through its darkest time in the aftermath of 
Hurricane Floyd in 1999. The storm dumped 
20 inches of rain on a region already satu-
rated by two previous storms. Floyd engulfed 
neighborhoods, communities and entire towns 
with floodwaters and killed 16 people in the 
Twin Counties. 

Almost a tenth of the city was flooded; 
1,000 structures were destroyed with damage 
estimated at $400 million; and, hundreds of 
residents were evacuated from their homes. 

During those dark days, Mayor Turnage pro-
vided the strong leadership needed to give 
people a sense of comfort and the belief that 
the community could rebuild and be stronger 
than it was even before the storm. 

Under his leadership, Rocky Mount suc-
cessfully moved forward with a plan to rebuild, 
expand and strengthen the city beyond what it 
had been prior to the storm. Grants, private 
funds and city budget commitments paid for 
the new Imperial Centre, Rocky Mount Sports 
Complex, YMCA, Braswell Memorial Library, 
several parks and the train station. 

During his three decades at the helm of the 
city, Mayor Turnage helped to successfully 
navigate the community as it moved from a to-
bacco and textile city to one that relies on di-
verse factories, small businesses and tourism. 

Mayor Turnage has presided over more 
than 700 City Council meetings and he’s 
missed just six in his 34-year tenure. Two of 
those absences occurred because he was out 
of town on city business. 
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